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HOUSTON DRESSAGE SOCIETY

Dedicated to furthering the art of dressage through education
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President’s Message

Greetings! The first CDI ever to be held in
Region 9 is almost upon us. Even if you are
not a competitor or volunteer, 1 would highly
recommend that you come out and support the
show as a spectator. This is truly an historic
event and we think that it will be a great show.
We think we have all of the volunteers that we
need at the show, but call or e-mail Gillian
Gourlay if you can be a floater in case a
volunteer doesn’t show up or has to cancel.

On another note, | wanted to share some of
my personal experiences with you. Whenever
I hear someone’s “tale of woe” story, I always
say to myself, “thank goodness I have not had
to experience that!” I wanted to share my “tale
of woe” with you, not only to make you feel
better, but to make me realize what is truly
important in life.

Most of you know that we pulled Rondo’s
(Audrey’s Young Rider horse) shoes in fall of
last year. The transformation has been
amazing and | truly feel that we made the right
decision. The farrier even said that his trot gait
would improve once his foot stabilized and
this is proving to be correct. Waiting for the
hoof and sole to heal though has been a very
trying experience. One day he is sound and the

next day he is lame. No consistency. In the
interim, we found that he is 100% sound in
easy ride boots that strap onto his hoof. They
provide the cushion that he needs to remain
sound during his work.

Audrey and | made the decision to enter him
in the San Antonio show. At the time that we
entered him, he was sound. The week before
the show, he was sore again. We made the
decision to go and see what would happen.
Would he heal in time? Cost to enter the
San Antonio show: $450. No refunds after
closing. We made the trip with Ben Winger
who was riding Mary Nuttall’s horse
Southernwood Komnietus. Ben is trying to
make the FEI Junior Team for Kentucky.
Gas to San Antonio: $300. It’s a good thing
that Audrey and | went, because we had to
wake up Ben and Mary on Saturday morning
and had we not done this, Ben might have
missed his ride. Cost of hotel for two
nights: $185.

Continued on page 4
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: USEF Approves Changes to Dressage Rules
Proud 2011 Affiliate ) ) )
of the Impacting Judging and Scoring

The USEF Executive Committee recently approved a round of changes, effective immediately, to multiple dressage
rules that represent significant changes regarding judging and scoring for dressage. Please take the time to
familiarize yourself with these changes by reviewing the 2011 Supplement to the Hard Copy Rulebook found here.
For additional information please contact Jeannie Putney, National Director of Dressage at (859) 225-6918 or
jputney@usef.org. United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. 4047 Iron Works Pkwy, Lexington, KY 40515 859-
258-2472 webmaster@usef.org:
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LESSONS, SALES, & TRAINING
USDF BRONZE AND SILVER MEDALIST - USDF “L*”
GRADUATE JUDGE WITH DISTINCTION

P School Horse available for
= ! lessons or lease: 4 fime National
Champion, and 2 fime HDS 2nd
and 3rd Level Year End Champion

Boarding at Versailles includes:
All day pasture turnout
Two requlation size dressage courts
Security gated entry e3 more!
Ownerd live on premises

Drcssage

located at:

Versailles Riding Stables
17190-1 Grant Road
281-814-5449 Cypress, Texas 77429

www.JulieBerryDressage.com 281-381-3293

JulieBerry@JulieBerryDressage.com VersalllesRidingstables.com

BOARDING -+ TRAINING LESSONS - SALES




President’s

Message Continued

During warm-up, Audrey and Rondo looked terrific. Right
before Audrey entered the show ring, Mary removed the
easy ride boot and they entered the arena to do the first
Prix St. Georges test that she had ever ridden in a show.
Around the perimeter, he appeared to be fine. They
entered the ring and started their test. After the turn at C
and during the medium trot across the diagonal, we knew
that it was not meant to be. About the fifth movement into
the test, the judge rang the bell and they were retired.
Approximate cost to make the effort: Slightly over
$1,000. Robin Gaines felt so sorry for Audrey that she
gave her the video of her five movements. Audrey

scratched all of her remaining rides.

Chance to spend the weekend with Audrey, Ben and

Mary: Priceless.

We ended up scratching the show in Tyler the next
weekend. Cost to scratch: $535. Cost of knowing that
our horse will be better for what we are doing with his
hooves: Priceless. We expect Rondo’s hooves to be

where they need to be in about six weeks.

See the pictures (right) what the hooves looked like before
(due mainly to type of feed and turn-out conditions) and
how good the frog and hoof look now (heels less

contracted and healthier hoof wall).

Kathy Jones
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HomeAid

Houston

take a > P
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Take just a minute, go to

www.homeaidhouston. org.

For more information
contact Bette Moser
281.970.8970 x145

bettemoser@homeaidhouston.org

Building dignified housing where
homeless families and individuals

can rebuild their lives.

www.homeaidhouston.org SO EATEn ol TN
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